Organocatalytic asymmetric direct vinylogous Michael addition of α,β-unsaturated γ-butyrolactam to nitroolefins.
The first organocatalytic enantioselective direct vinylogous Michael reaction of α,β-unsaturated γ-butyrolactam to nitroolefins is developed using cinchona alkaloids as the catalysts. Both product enantiomers are accessible with moderate to good enantioselectivity.